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Green Finance: 

Good progress but we need more
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Momentum is growing in sustainable finance

Source: PRI responsible investment regulation database

1. Counting individual revisions separately 

Number of policy interventions per year1The PRI has grown consistently since it began in 2006
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Green financial tools are gaining traction

Source: Climate Bonds Initiative, January 2018
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It’s a good start, but the financing gap is big…

Source: WWF; Credit Suisse et al, Conservation Finance From Niche to Mainstream: The Building on an Institutional Asset Class (2016)

52

The Gap: $200B - $300B

$300B- 400B estimated global annual spend required to protect earth's natural capital

$52B estimated actual global annual spend 
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… and so is the environmental challenge

Since 1950…

Population

Transportation

Energy use

Surface temperature

CO2 emissions

Fertilizer consumption

Water use

Ocean acidification

Marine fish capture
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Source: WWF/ZSL, 2016

Living Planet Index 1970-2020

2012

-58% -67%

How bad is it?



7Source: IPCC Assessment Report 5, 2014

Climate change has extensive impacts
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Life on earth depends on healthy oceans…

ALL life on earth depends on healthy oceans including: regional stability, food security, 

climate resilience, and a flourishing ‘blue economy’

• >1 billion people in the developing world rely on fish as a major source of protein

• The annual global fish catch  is worth US$ 85 billion

• >10% of the global population relies on fisheries as their livelihood

• Marine tourism accounts for 9.8% of GDP and employs 277 million people - 1 in every 11 jobs

Source: WWF Reviving the Ocean Economy
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…but this is a system under severe stress

In the last 30 years we have 

lost over half of our coral reefs 

and 1/3 of all seagrasses

We may lose them all by 2050 

…And pollution is an ever 

growing problem

Between 4.8 to 12.7 million 

tonnes of plastic are flowing into 

the ocean every year 

Source: WWF Reviving the Ocean Economy
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Skymetweather.com February 6, 2018

Freshwater, critical to our well being, is also under stress
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Cities and businesses already feel these risks

Source: CDP Water https://www.cdp.net/en/research/global-reports/cities-infographic-2017

https://www.cdp.net/en/research/global-reports/cities-infographic-2017
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Food production has extensive impacts 

Has resulted in

70%
loss in biodiversity

Uses

34%
of land

Uses

69%
of freshwater

Accounts for

24-30%
of greenhouse emissions

Has resulted in

89%
of fish over-fished or at maximum 

capacity

Drove loss of

50%
of all topsoil in last 150 years

Population consumes

1.5x
the planet’s natural 

supply of food

Agri-food is the 

No. 1
industry in the world

Estimated that

33%
of all food is wasted

Source: WWF 
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Stabilize Population 

& Inequity

Stabilize Climate
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Stabilize Biosphere

So, what do we need to do?
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• December 2015: G20 Financial Stability Board 

establishes industry-led climate risk disclosure 

task force 

• March 2018: EU publishes bold Action Plan, 

followed by regulatory proposals

• March 2018: Joint report released on investor 

duties and ESG integration in China

• April 2018: UK sustainable finance taskforce 

issued a 10-theme package

Sustainability is on the agenda of policymakers…
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Source: WEF Global Risks Report (2018)

…And on the radar for business and investors…
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?
Halve GHG emissions

Halve Food Impacts

Keep Rivers Flowing

Halt Deforestation

Double Sustainable Fisheries

Stop Illegal Wildlife Trade 

Bending the Curve on Biodiversity Loss:

Halt, Plateau, and Restore…

2012

-58%

2020

-67%

Protect 30% of Land & Sea

2030

??
Very 

Dangerous

2025
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…And on our radar at WWF
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Our work in sustainable finance
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…And in the global conversation
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#TogetherPossible 


